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This is a quantitative study.  The empirical evidence are the answers from those surveyed.  The population is people ages 16
and older.  The sampling methods are a nationally-representative phone survey of 2,986 people administrated from
November 16 to December 21, 2011 in both English .  Additionally, a population of an online panel of library patrons ages
16-29 who borrow e-books from spring of 2012.  The survey results are organized by age groups in percentages for several
questions.

The study found that 83% of Americans between 16 and 29 read a book in the last year.  Among American e-book readers,
those under 30 are more likely to read their e-book on a cell phone (41%) or computer (55%) than an e-book reader like
Kindle (23%) or tablet (16%).  47% of younger Americans read long-form e-content such as books, magazines or
newspapers.  60% of Americans under 30 used the library in the past year.  Many young readers did not know they can
borrow an e-book from a library.  High schoolers (16-17) rely on the library for the reading and research needs.  College age
adults (18-24) show shifts in their reading habits compared with high schoolers (16-17).  Adults in their late twenties (25-29)
have different patterns when compared with younger age groups.

High schoolers are significantly more likely to say they would be interested in checking out pre-loaded e-readers from their
local public library if the service was offered.


